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TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
 
July 12, 2005 
Robinson 
 
Mayor Lowry called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Chuck Lowry, Councilmembers Betty Heckendorn, John Rose, Tom 
Robinson (arrived late), Aaron Sharp, and Judee Wells. 
EXCUSED:  None. 
STAFF:  Clerk-Treasurer Sue Ann Spens, Deputy Clerk Betsy Donworth, Water 
Superintendent Bob Durr. 
GUESTS:  Jim Airy, WABA; Hank Heckendorn. 
 
MINUTES:  Councilmember Heckendorn moved to approve the June 14, 2005 minutes as 
written.  Councilmember Sharp seconded. 
Vote:  4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
[Councilmember Robinson arrived at 7:45pm.] 
 
CLERK’S REPORT:   
ARBORIST FOR TREE COMMITTEE:  Clerk-Treasurer Spens reported that she recently 
met Scott Baker with Tree Solutions at a Hunts Point Council meeting where she asked Mr. 
Baker if he would be interested in helping the Beaux Arts Tree Committee.  She added that 
Mr. Baker’s presentation to the Hunts Point Council indicated that his firm’s approach to tree 
preservation is very realistic, i.e. attempts to balance preservation of trees with the property 
owner’s need to use his/her private property.  She gave Councilmember Rose contact 
information for Tree Solutions. 
 
JOINT REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR BUILDING DEPARTMENT SERVICES:  
Clerk-Treasurer Spens reported that the Towns of Yarrow Point, Hunts Point, and Beaux Arts 
Village published a Request for Proposals for Building Department Services on July 1, 2005 
with the deadline for proposals set for July 21.  She explained that responses to this request 
will be reviewed by staff from all three towns and responses from qualified firms will be 
circulated to each Town council for review. 
 
PERMIT LOG AND ACTIVITY REPORT:  Clerk-Treasurer Spens asked Deputy Clerk 
Donworth to present her ideas for a Permit/Variance database using Access.  Deputy Clerk 
Donworth circulated a prototype of the report that she proposed preparing for the Council’s 
review on a periodic basis.  The Council expressed its strong interest in receiving this report 
and asked that it be presented to the Council quarterly. 
 
ADVERTISING AND STREET SIGNS IN BEAUX ARTS:  Clerk-Treasurer Spens directed 
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the Council’s attention to a letter received from Sylvia Hobbs outlining the Town’s current 
regulations for signs (from Zoning Code Ordinance 334): 
Advertising shall be permitted within the Town on private property only.  Signs shall be of 
sturdy construction and shall be no larger than three (3) feet by three (3) feet in size.  Official 
notices required or permitted by the Council may be posted on Town rights-of-way.  All signs 
shall be removed after their reason for being has expired. 
Ms. Hobbs asked via her letter that the Council consider an ordinance further controlling signs 
and advertising similar to the stricter regulations in other nearby communities, e.g. Clyde Hill.  
It was the consensus of the Council to consider this request at a later date. 
 
2003-2004 AUDIT:  Clerk-Treasurer Spens reported that the audit for the period from January 
1, 2003 through December 31, 2004 is complete and that Mayor Lowry, Councilmember 
Heckendorn, and she attended the exit conference in which the only audit finding is a 
recommendation for increased oversight of utility billings.  She explained that this finding is 
not because of on any errors or inconsistencies in the current records, but is based on the 
percentage the water-department’s revenue is of the Town’s total revenue. 
 
GIFT POLICY:  Clerk-Treasurer Spens noted that she is working with Town Attorney 
Stewart on this issue and hopes to have something for Council review in September. 
 
WARRANTS:  Councilmember Rose moved to approve the July 12, 2005 warrant list, 
including warrant numbers 6752 through 6776 in the amount of $15,340.96.  Councilmember 
Heckendorn seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
MARSHAL’S REPORT:  Mayor Lowry reported on behalf of Town Marshal Branum that 
there were two car prowls during the previous month, including one involving malicious 
vandalism. 
 
WATER REPORT:  Water Superintendent Bob Durr reported that Bill Beck has almost 
finished maintenance on the fire hydrants located throughout Town. 
 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS:  Nothing to report. 
 
WABA REPORT:  Jim Airy reported that special-assessment notices were mailed to all 
WABA members recently and that about 1/3 have been paid.  He reminded all that the special 
assessment is to cover legal costs associated with the Solaro matter.  He noted that WABA is 
continuing to prepare for litigation while continuing work toward a pre-trial settlement. 
Councilmember Rose asked what happens if a person fails to pay the special assessment.  Mr. 
Airy answered that non-payment of the special assessment will be handled the same way non-
payment of the annual assessment is handled.  Mr. Airy added that there are seven other 
properties in Town who haven’t signed encroachment agreements with WABA and that 
WABA is awaiting resolution of the Solaro matter before focusing on finalizing these 
agreements. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 335 ADOPTING A SIX-YEAR 
TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM FOR THE YEARS 2006 
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THROUGH 2011, INCLUSIVE:   Mayor Lowry opened the public hearing at 8:30pm.  
Councilmember Sharp stated that he has learned that asphalt currently costs $15.50 per square 
foot for jobs the size of ours and explained that this means the cost estimates in this TIP are 
probably low versus the real cost to complete the listed projects. He noted that one strategy 
would be to pass this TIP and then accomplish as much of the project as the budgeted funds 
will allow.  He added that he would prefer to look into opportunities to dovetail our work with 
that of another jurisdiction to see if we can realize a lower unit cost before passing a TIP. 
 
After discussing the value of the TIP as a planning tool for the Town, it was the consensus of 
the Council that Councilmember Sharp work to develop new cost estimates and bring them to 
the Council for review in September.  Mayor Lowry closed the public hearing at 8:45pm. 
 
PROPOSED RESOLUTION NO. 220 RATIFYING THE WATER RESOURCE 
INVENTORY AREA (WRIA) 8 CHINOOK SALMON CONSERVATION PLAN:  
Councilmember Heckendorn reminded the Council of the background for this resolution and 
recommended that the Council adopt the resolution to ratify the WIRA8 Salmon Recovery 
Plan as presented. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Robinson moved to adopt Resolution No. 220 ratifying the Water 
Resource Inventory Area (WRIA) 8 Chinook Salmon Conservation Plan.  Councilmember 
Heckendorn seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
PROPOSED RESOLUTION NO. 221 AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE 
AN INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT WITH KING COUNTY FOR 
THE 2006 – 2008 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM:    
Clerk-Treasurer Spens explained that Beaux Arts has participated in the Interlocal 
Cooperation Agreement with King County for more than a decade and that while the Town 
has not been eligible for funding, our participation increases the population base upon which 
total funding to the county is based. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Robinson moved to adopt Resolution No. 221 authorizing the 
Mayor to execute an Interlocal Cooperation Agreement with King County for the 2006 – 2008 
Community Development Block Grant Program.  Councilmember Rose seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
PROPOSED ORDINANCE REQUIRING SELLERS TO NOTIFY POTENTIAL 
BUYERS OF THE PRESENCE OF ONE OR MORE EAGLE NESTS WITHIN THE 
TOWN BOUNDARIES:  Clerk-Treasurer Spens presented the first draft of the proposed 
ordinance stating that it is based upon the Oak Harbor Municipal Code regulations governing 
sales of property within the noise zone created by Whidbey Island Naval Air Station.  She 
noted that Town Attorney Stewart has not completed his review of this ordinance and that she 
would prefer to postpone action until that review is complete.  It was the consensus of the 
Council to table further discussion of and action on this ordinance until Town Attorney 
Stewart has completed his review.  It was also the consensus of the Council that future 
discussions of this proposed ordinance be conducted during a public hearing to encourage 
public participation in this important discussion. 
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MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 
TOWN LETTER TO SOLAROS:  Mayor Lowry reported that he had signed a letter drafted 
by Town Attorney Stewart in which the Town reiterates and affirms our current zoning and 
related ordinances as they pertain to the Solaros’ garage. 
 
MAYORS’ MEETING:  Mayor Lowry reported that some of the mayors discussed how best 
to interview persons or firms responding to the RFP for Building-Services.  After some 
discussion, it was the consensus of the Council that the Board of Adjustment be involved in 
the process of selecting a firm since they will work most closely with the individual or firm 
chosen. 
 
CONGRESSMAN DAVE REICHERT MEETING:  Mayor Lowry reported that 
Congressman Reichert has secured federal transportation funding that will be made available 
to local governments. 
 
COTTAGE HOUSING COMMITTEE:  Councilmember Rose reported that he has asked 
Carol Clemett for some time on the agenda of the next Planning Commission meeting so the 
committee can present its suggestions for amending the zoning code to allow cottage-style 
housing. 
 
TREE COMMITTEE:  Councilmember Rose reported that he has been in contact with Julia 
Morse and Robin Stefan about serving on a committee whose mission would be to develop 
constructive steps the Town can take to help educate residents (and potential residents) about 
the importance of our urban forest without writing an ordinance to legislate tree cutting. 
 
SIDEWALK INSPECTIONS:  Councilmember Heckendorn reported that the AWC bulletin 
“Managing Your Risk” reminds us that the Town should be inspecting our sidewalks for 
tripping hazards annually.  She suggested that Bill Beck include a note about these annual 
inspections on his monthly report so that the Town can produce documentation of these 
inspections. 
 
TREES:  Councilmember Sharp reported that Ron Benson, the contractor on the 
Gammill/Seglin project requested approval to remove trees from the right of way adjacent to 
the Gammill/Seglin property on 106th Place SE.  Councilmember Sharp stated that such 
approval will only be given if a certified arborist finds that the trees in question are either 
diseased or pose a clear danger to the property. 
 
SPEED HUMPS:  Councilmember Sharp stated that he is working with Emerald Paving to 
review the problem speed humps and get them fixed, as needed. 
 
CONTRACT FOR MISCELLANEOUS ROW PROJECTS:  Councilmember Sharp reported 
that he has several projects to give to his contract helper that involve pruning shrubbery for 
safety and visibility.  He asked about the protocol for such trimming.  Mayor Lowry answered 
that the Town usually asks the adjacent property owner to prune these shrubs so that the 
appearance of the shrubs after pruning will be aesthetically pleasing to that (or those) 
residents.  Mayor Lowry added that he will contact Peggy Bates about trimming the laurel 
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hedge that borders her property on both SE 29th St and 106th Place SE as it has growth enough 
to be a traffic hazard.  If Ms. Bates doesn’t not wish to do the pruning herself, he will let 
Councilmember Sharp know so that other arrangements for pruning can be made in a timely 
manner. 
 
Councilmember Sharp asked that a generic notice about pruning shrubs and vegetation on the 
right of way be included in the next newsletter. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  Clerk-Treasurer Spens reminded the Council that there is no August 
meeting and that the September meeting is scheduled for September 13th at Chuck Lowry’s 
house. 
 
ADJOURN:  Councilmember Rose moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:25 pm.  
Councilmember Heckendorn seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sue Ann Spens 
Clerk-Treasurer 


